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time of Ramanuja. It has been in vogue from the times of "Vedarshis."
Third eye will not look like ordinary eye in a horizontal position. It can be
observed from the pictures of Trinetra (Lord Siva). It is a fact even if it is
judged from the Vedic science. The three longish lines on forehead, which
the Vaishnavites wear, are the symbols for the third eye. Naamu ( the white
substance used to make longish mark) as a symbol of white part of the eye and
Kasturi (musk) as a symbol of the pupil in the eye have been used in ancient
days. The reddish "Srichurna" or "Kumkum" had not been used in those
days. Therefore Lord Krishna has been described as one who carries the
Kasturi mark and therefore is called as "Kasturi Tilaka Dhari." In the
pupil in the eye, blue and all other colours are harmoniously blended. Black
colour is not only the colour that dominates in it. Light also is in it. Even
"Chitkala" (Origin of Jnaana Netra) is also there. It can be known only if
we acquire the "Akshipurusha Vidya." As there are all the colours in the
pupil in the eye, Kasturi also contains all the colours besides reel and black.
Though the longish marks of Vaishnavites and others are taken the
shape of "Trishula" it was originally the symbol of third eye only in ancient
days.
Mangalya
Similarly, there is a custom of wearing " Mangalyam " by married
women. Several people wrote in several ways regarding this custom of
wearing Mangalyam. Women is the image of Sakti, the female deity. It is
a different matter that Sakti is divine. In a different angle, Sakti represents
Manovakkayakarma (Organs of perception, speech and body). There are
the Trinity and their three consorts Vishnu's wife Lakshmi (Goddess of wealth)
stays on his chest. This signifies the heart. Brahma's wife Saraswati stays
on his face. This signifies the speech. Maheswara is Ardhanareeswara.
and Parvati is half of himself and this signifies the body. Perhaps keeping
in view the example of the celestial couples our ancestors prescribed this
cMangalyadharana5. Women signifying the three Mano, Vak, Kayst*
They are the symbols of males and not females. There are three sacred
threads that are tied at the time of marriage. One is a usual one. One is of
black beads. "You are my heart, and you are Lakshrni of my heart". Signi-
fying this, one Mangalasutram is tied and another, signifying "you are my
face and you are my Goddess of speech,55 But, signifying the body as a wife
man can assume the conjugal relationship and cannot assume the shape of
Ardha Nareeswara. However to signify wife as part of the body, a third
Mangalasutra used to be tied as per custom in olden days. This custom is
found rarely now-a-days in some parts. Parents of the bride used to get
those Mangalasutra made. As the girl is born and brought up at their house,
they offer the girl saying "we are uniting our daughter with you.53 And the
bridegroom ties the Mangalasutra in her neck stating "I am accepting your
daughter as my better half." Our ancestors arranged this with so much of
significance attached to Mangalasutra. The third Mangalasutra was in vogue